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."me more, KevskL™ sall Darioll.

Don’t wasie yonr thee in pssussion-
thon but devote it gl to the dscovery
of thik georct. o thin for we by winy ot
gmtitade to win n great roward ad to
el to  Aerion, whilih Is your dectn.

Kovekl way silont, fngetbig the rifle
and stuelig seross the Nide square al
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I hind 18 promised to the princa if l|i:|l
onn |I'Illl_ our army vt of this elty nod
cut i way through the ranks of thie be-

Buttle fora priae so oxnlted” nnawerol

N -.\.-. .
s

L

-

e v nas fenine el
ey,

Ightml

BT Ehetr the

Kilziney, who, having | toolgar,

Wik pailreiog Lis elonk gbout Wiw be- |

Fore steppitig out Moty ealia,

“Eowlll doowhint sou tell e sald
Kevskt suddonty, aud, as (f It were n
purt of hix progglse, he tnened his oyos
Wiy from the g be hated,  Flhon,
without mure words, ho Lurelod away
down the dark strect.

Thg Hghts still Durned In the lower
Windows of the i, aod those above
woepe dark.

UMy love is threntened by a handred
deatlis'" gl Davrell w Wnsell as lie
epasnd the fomd. “This Jnsane aud
ol toll will burn: her with fever.

Bhe neithyr cuts nor sloops, so Kot

snys"”

The sentry challenged, and Darrell
gave his oowme,  With little delay e
wis pelrerodd livto Vern's JH s, Bl
wos gube glome nod seeied W lsve
et wartolng hieraelf beforo the om
borsof o fire foon beomd Leeplaee,

*Lam 2ld (o gee you, " ale-saldl,  “1

f8 o plonswie T lnve laeked 10 thoss
st fow dieyse Moreovesr, you look
muelh maore ohieerful thi-when I spw
Fou Inst. Whpt 14 the of H-—-tlle
S TR U T TV T

1 Bave always enfoved a gront Fpm
tntlon Tor eteer Cobness " wweyvarod Da g
roll, “You alone oot o bave foutd

iy #oelety dig Hijs, Yoo that 14 ot

purpeddine prerhaps, Cleme IR o walady
which, aroonting w all the paoicis, will
e s mnn gigh, and 1 luiye oy
b 1t befone

*“That ix mther n protty speech.” said

Vern, Y1 Love conyiasod
gurlvg thcse Innt dus
gunpowiler, A
I think yon did not come &
bour for that alone
ST efiane 1o tell you of a dlscove
X have mode, or, ththed, hope 1o niskie,
answoered aerell “Perhnge you kiow
more of 1t thnn Tdo, yet Tonnnot s
HUNC LY Y00 PaRkoR= the Informotion,
Lt e not wasie I hils jace
Colls ol you mre tnken, wie iy grunt
thnt Clecausin's cause 18 lout, may wi
poly"
Tz
'Vl:lll.
_ Hon, what follows?®
“Ir s,
smull plelod forew,

principnlly
¢ #honl corn aiyd
Xut
tthiy late

:|1.‘.';‘ ottt e

v tlint
"

'
Wi,

pmw will not fall” answerod
fhut, adleting your supposi-

coulil escnpe and

|
In the elty,

| lowing

witli your begt offleers and o |

starn to Cleeassing e srould <O be

bope. 1 have learoddd that there Is a
gocnot way slong tho face of tho woun-
tains'—

"And you wonld have e tike It
Jonving wy soldiors 1o Do Lutehorod,”
gald Vorn. *That Is not my len of
Joyaulty, wiilel shauld nve two sides,™

SRead the Istery of \... s sered
Darrill,. “Inve not prl
ol saved themscelvos when thiole Tives
Ware cdsontinl to the enusie they sopvel?
Noemomber, T speak of the Inst cmnep
geney, when It hins Lecotne abaolately
fmposeible to hold the place, As for
the gurrison, the Rusminnsg will tredt
your troops a8 prisoners of war."”

o1 do not deny,” she replled, “that It
I could put myself ot the hond of an
ofher wriny aud conthime to HOght for
my oouutry [ should conshdor &y
dut" Lo as¢ape i ollse Grodskoy were
taken by assault and resistanos hiero
became useleas, It woulld bo equally

neva and patr- |

the duty of the hnmblest goldder 1o the |

arny. ot we cannot loso this fiht
anil yet conflyue tho strugele, So 1
gl pensdin and sluiee the fate of (hae
troops."

HL Is whiat T espected yow to any,” he
roJolned, “If you hpd spoken othee
e, yon would not have beon the wo-
man Wha diencod gnd sang with me at
the students’ ball in Parls. 1 can only
wish that the privee were ogually
stundlfast.”

Wi Halap? querled Vora,
wrong bim, my friend, He may not
puecend, but b will e flghning. OfF
it I am eertadinn 11e may oot win
g way out of the clty, but be will st
ennt makie the trinl by the ool gate

gd pot by any seorel way,  Ho mny
b

“Again you

mnn as selllsh us you think him,
i y. ki snie thal his selishiness now
i) the kide or f.-m' mule.

l

megers,”
“Ho good a soldler should win any

Darrell, Wls voles sounding to him ns
If It weee an ochio In the corners of the
room.  Wo may then sursly expect o
eortie, and [ trust you will permit me
to welir o aword whon the diuy comoes™

He stoppied biaek toward thie door, ns
if to withdeaw, Vern Tollowed him
with so stendy nnd searching n glince
that Lo eonld searcely endure it

“1 shull not be the first woman of
princely ronk, she sald, “who lins
torn out bor leart as o gift to hor
country."

“Nor Kilzing the first seoundrel to
pxnet sueh o pledgel” o erlsd; then,
hutily: “Pardon me! 1T am ot myself,
If you bhave hopoved Dhim even with n
prouiee thas qualltied, my Lt sliould
be senled,  Consinand e plways,”

Outslde thoe ratn st foll relentlessly,
At oo cornett of the stroet two allicers,
weeting by ehaneo, lad stopped ek
to the shelter of & projecting roof,
Dareell, passing, tecognbiol one of
thieany a8 JSorne,

“This riln 1%
erlod the colonel,

help from: heayven,”

P& few days more
of It and rhose RuSis Il bhe In
such n vonditlon thnt we cnn toar
throvgh them as 1T ey wore wot pie
LA

“You have hope, thent™ sald Darpell
In o chiverful ot

Motity of A" responded Kornn,
e MM ol Crodskoe bove a fo;
ver - of thelp own (hat the rmin pobds
Ihies ms 00 10 wore o grasd,  Hualf thely
e s e of B, mod, o8 1 IR partien-
by Toed wpon /1 who nee post forly;
thele gonernls will all be dur on helr
Backs, with evlonely and cppianlns by
the dien o Keep theny eampang’, We
phal) earve our way ot of this plaee”

“1 bogin to bellove you' sicd s
corupanton, “Uut whing the dJeyll we
slpll do afterwand with the toads In
thls conditton 1 don't know,'™

1 psked rince Kilzlny :mn" veplied
Kornn, with 4 Maeh,  “He whiked
stenlght up o the ale, s Dig habit s

and answered me that i woade vo diL-
fovence to Wil
21t made no AifMerenes o Wlm,"" e

posted. Diverell,. *Phat 14 n bard say-
Ing to loterpret, yet thore s meaning
it Good night, gentlemen'

CHAMI'ER XVIT,
THE CZ2a0'S THRME
IO v
thure
Gl tho sun,
wid not viclent, it
onotizh fell to keep
the roauds hmpossalile
tetnd for el e e
slywers,  Rumors  of
tiir stradts wiire rif,
and the defenders wore o
good spirfts desplte thelr own disoain-
fort. Then upon the It diny the s
T O T A P S e T L T
i Ll evout proval, atd the*ans=lins
Yonored 1im with o I1-.nh T d
There seemed no voniwan to nntlelpaty

secaming dave
wits oo gl
The rain

B oserlous pesuldt S thin firg,. A eee
it of houses wotth] esttainly
be wl amd o few Myes lost, Lt
Ll lan  gubs wWers pat ey
sty 1o g 'wt e o fensen, By iy
the sy L --:. wideh Tip
ponl,  Ap eulmlillity the o
evia sholles  payelod iln- two lnrgest
fomd depats in the ety nod set Lo

fiss, THo Dabidines hod Dectr supgonsd
to contaln too Uty wowmd to burn,, They
wore ontwardly stone stepetodes, amd
ot tlod fasnes found anatesinl within
them for stubborn aml diznstrous con:
fleriitiong, he o swox plios) ol
fond, wond the Bapowh OF 3 dopresiad

the army to oo alavming dogree,

The ruin set in aegnln npon: the fol
dny, Lot st
throneh the elowdd b ot beenk 11t
the ball ot the storin appeorsl & white
flage wivaneiog Trony Uiy ooy, sind It
praved to cover o demaind 168 sureen:
dot, A detiant peply was fotarned, Dt
to o sulweguent suguestion for & ook
forenee oo conunell of peuncranls retored
0 favornble dnswet,

SIS iy gdyocnted i
tolling the news o Doarrell
will offer torms, hie ginld,

ugpsen] 1oi,

gald Karng in
*“Thoey
vl we shnll

lewrn sometling of their conditbon, i
mugeeation wos thut Motmwan Khan,
with nn eseort of five oflicors, meet

Gonorsl Panln, eolmmander in ehtel of
thelr foreod, botswoen e 1t wae
unwise for the prindo

LTS

conshiterul % O

He wlepped back toward the door,

appenre as the kg, o), moreover, she
I pliysleatly nnabie to dodt The coun-
ol whak Lelid tainy aronnd hed bod,. We
cupnot curry ber o the copfersmor on
4 ltter, Don't be o puxlond, 1t s
maore gxbanstion, However, to resamne,
Kilglur, of courss, I8 aut of tho guags

with Win"

“WHI you tnke thin message to tho
princess? sald Darvell, “1 helleve tlint
my pregengo with Genernd Durban oy
be of the greatest value to the Clrens.
slan army, and 1 beg of hor ne the
BivAtost fiavoy

the general's oseort.”

Drarrell waltod 1o great anxlety for n
teply to thls plea, and he was deeply
gentified when Kornn teturted  with
word that be could go—In a colooel'a
uniform,

Sl was consulted,” snld Kornn,
i e seviood plonsigl,. Tho mian ling
tnked o gt faney to yon'*

SThank heaven 1 have cultivated liis
nequointianee durlng thls slege,” re-
plisd Dareell,

The conforeneo wis held Inoa teot
pltehed wn o hillslde midway botwoen
the Does, The radn had rocomaenend,
a8 vivalet conld e Nened fanning
utider the gl floor of bogsds Upon
vntorluge, Daereldl hd seen (lest the tall
flenee of Gongrnl Lyef Pouli, the R
Kih connpander.  Tlo uisEn nve ven
fnonn of fine prosence ot hilsw bost, bt
now hls viange wias geotompuely  rod-
dened with tever and Ns cyes had ol
mest the ook of madpead, Py Lis wlide
stood Tvan Gotelikoft, the man whotm

Ivevell hnd bopeit to see. Yot lioowns
geeally surpeiked to note from thie fest
formeties thnt Getehikof was the

mnt aslile from 1'n-
showed that he hnd
Dovnt mdvanoind ul- ther pradde In the
rliort the J vt seen Him
In Gridskov, |r:|‘u|1-r17..} Liercitbse Diee Wil

rinking oflicor p
nin.  His unlforio

EH IR T

the won of his distingnlslied father
euthier than foi hig own werits, Yot
there sliould have beon any who

woulid runk him In so consldermbile nn
armey.  braabtioss the BIH Fever e
countald for thete ateeoce, and Darrel
remeinbored Korna's wavlue thnt the
s e ot b nen Puut rory.
The Copferviive M
statoment from fieneral *anin. e
showind o good lonowlsilge of the ¢one
dithen of the besteged, vepeclally In the
e of food gupply, fd e prolutod
ol with an old =oldier's precision the
ultheante 100 of (he gnrrison,
“Your bmtile I8 lost” he salil
wilve fur you to Duike terias. T speak
with: the full aguthority of my gove
ermnent whon Iosay thiny poged 18 the

“IE 14

prinelpn! slm rought. The ndhlness of
thy fonbet ot In dendine with the
rovolt that wis guciied o “di shonbl bo
Ko to con sl The saine palley

will 1w pinpe
WL i sRLs

W] tosdiny U Dowtilitles are

lish, Fliete I8 Do oriys

it fur roy e I n fall submniedon I
ude,  Weo doetanad the Qellvoey of the
r'u'.h-wlm\ | B Iomers, who hinve lwen

Tenders (i thits fneabe uticertaiibng.

mld e preermiltiesd (o return (o thoelre

Ao wivd etk of protees
tion ddaring the Jourtcy blug suar-
e,

The terms wero surprisiugly Tibernl,
but they were almolytely lmpossihlo

The ofd general fang wp Lotk hetude (o

Ny Juirrehesd,
under the clretinstnneecs,  The fmmn-
nity granted. Duarhsn was, in ll». Hon
sufliclent reason why be conld give no
favorable response,  Ifo r.ny!l..] I
edlim tone, #aying that {he natare of
the proposal swas unespeeted ta hilm,

thot In omder 1o sceuro cotnshilderation
there must o o guuatuntoe that 1l
khan, Princg Kllziar wid the otlwes

nned would be treatid as prdsounors
of war, but aven &0 he conld glve no
hope thar a steponder wounld De ool
He was procecding towasd ecrinly sug-
gintions of Lis own whon suddonly, to
the surprise of overybody, Genernl
Panin Intereugpted bive and Dyprst nge

i
forvign to hils nature,
specel hod divelosed it

His own otlleoks stared
nmarement, aond Dol
the davkest shndow
thon by Cletelikaofr,
Xt

ut Ulm In
stnnding in

kiew

slnnding.

Hon, The Russluns hold bim to bo a

Bhe can ever grant e |
that I may be permitied o form one u!l

seltAtre 6f the Khnn, and I am n-.-hﬂ;1

| “It le puossible thae T omuy hove oyar-
taxedd my strengtle 1 s roesting to |
pripatre e for the work that ninat

peven If our oase woere ten thoes more

il with o plaln |

| poritivn to exert personnd lnfluence up-

“Tle wiil surely die,™
Liasn o Darrell,
wan.”

“Aa the ranking oflcor of the Rus-
glnn forcos hefore Gredekoy,” sald Ivan
Getehikolf, 1 ecan ouly reépeat what |
wits sild by my superior, now, unfor-
tunately, incapneitated for the farthor
conduet of these vegollotlons, Yop
RUYVE Unt 1omOrrow 1t noon to conkld-
8r our propostls.'

Durban amd his soit owed gravely
and withdrew, A8 they metucned to
Gred=loy the sun burst through the
cloudy, aunounclng the etd of the

whispored Dy
SOt o plty; a tine old

slorm,.

CHAPTER XIX.

DESERTION,
RINCESS VERA re
eelyel  General Thar-

bun's report with a
enlmoess *ihat wouald
hitvve duoe oplit to
yutoran of o Jdofen
wart, Shie wits Iving
on-a couch that had
Lipirn Liromghit dowu 1o
hep wlllinry worksliop, nud she look.
wdopitiebty L Boldod bher stood the
tall nmozen whom Darrell lind secn on
the vornndn o Vindikaukas, amd the
fuee of the stern md fornddebls ol
womtn wias dueply Hood wily susloty,

“This 1 mere wenriness” sald Vero,

come tomorrows There is plalnly bt
o conrie for us, Yout repott minkes
thint certninty doubly sure, We could
not surdclder odr comrndes In nrtis
disperate thun It f5, Woe mgut break
through thele Bues”

“Wo bave ne alternative)
Durban,  *ITenven prosper us!

“Our plans nee nlrepdy mnde” snld
Prince isfar, who wos preaent with
sovernl of bl wost trusiod  ofleors
“1 wigh, however, that we could delny
thelr attack for twimty-fonr hours™

“U'hore I no possible chavee of 1L
answored Goneral Dmuvbman, “We may
ns woll dismiss the thought™

“Your pardon, gonoertl" sald Darrell;
“1 Linye roason to bellove thar T ean de-
compilall g0 mnch b lenst, 1 s fnoa

' oreplied

e

on Generil Geteldkolr,”

Kilzlar regnrded Darpell with n
soowl  Sinece the opening of the slogo
thiey had boen on terws of armed neu-
tralily.

“MWhat {5 the antore of that Influ-
enen " nsked the prioce.

"

“If I digclose 1t Lo any one,” answer-
e Dareell, It ¢enses Lo lie valld, Yon
must ke my word In the dark (hat it
oxists""

"“This docs not greally encournge

|

1 Sueleor

P E—r

———r g ey ¥ — o _ .

ban, "l ouly the
ollivr name.'

“The Dot wo egn hope for Is n mors
postponetment,” contivucd Dareell, *i
iy securs dolay Meom Getellkoflf, but
o influvnee can foreo him (o do the 1o
possiBle,  Ile D ne nuthority to mnks
ANY s or dven o sliow merey, whitle
Kilghe, whom the esar bolilg to e o
traltor urterly boygond pmedon, rounins
a leador of our Fopoes ot slieltoraeld with,
In our Hoese 80 Chare’s the sltaation,
Wittt enn we make of It

*Tomorrow will show”
arbinn, roturning Darvell’s
farcwell,

Dinrrell spont a part of tho ovenlng L
eonrching for Wevshi and the hialaseo
In hard smoking and harder thinkiug
Samowhit nfrer mldnlghit Vretan!
hiscle to bed and by the exorelse of
greal determination wont to sleeg,

pamie thing under an.

nogwoered
gosture of

1445

e was awnkebml sbortly after day-
break by o husty =mbomns from the
L4 ]

She was dressed 1o hiere mill
tury unlforuy even to ewoprd aond degy
gee, but when she stiempted o plae
feom nochale apon Dupweoll’s entimno
shie Fetl Dack roatis, loekiing the strongt)
to stnmd.  Delibmd Lor
ooy ey od, gl ly paele, tis gl

tire of desgale that Is wo prond o Le
ufraid,

Virn looked nt Darrell steadily for
sorie geconds mnd thien sald with dire
Urovity:

“einee Kilsinr bas loft Gredakoy,™

rrrell was stunned,

ST the nfghlo®™ Lo erisd,

Y usi o the nlght

“He hns doserted you!"™ exelaimod
Darrell,  “It )2 wore thun I would
have acounx] Ll of,™ [

Lottt do Bl Justlee? answored
Yorn, swlitng,  “ITe expectd me to

plineves,

T LR T

1 svould have had Wi dn (e
where Lls wessenger yow

T
gunedbionse,

me" rejolned IKzinr,

snNevertheless,” snld Vera, “Mr. Dar-
rell's plan gbould bLe tried. 1If he can
prolong the negotintlons for a day, wo

c8hell have Letter roads for our wargh

Here he rond a it beslunleg with
Privee Kilztar ond cndivg with “the
poraon sty g Limisdlt Motman Hhan
The otlers wiete olleers dirootly nsso-
el with the princee, and Durban
Mimeedl was not-one of them, to hin
owil great surpeiee.  Judelng from the
s, thi poeyews of Raosda Wik Lo ki
e Tren o wie bl hwld millitary  com-
inlssiond I Ler soryvioe at the e of
the sepdedoe, i Trarty Wl not, The !
not was sprentd Tor teadtorotis kolilie

pon the wurrondor of {leso persons,
'apin coutlondd], with e am il
mwensinvent of the foaree, g generl poe

wirditlil be gianted, amd thio troops

# violent harangue, denonnelng Kileine
and Lls asgociates [ unmeasorod termoe
with eplthets that seemod qnlm'
ud hils previous !

ta nvold rocognl-
not whnt to
Thet sdlenly inthe midst of
hig gpeoch the old geoeral fung up Lotk
hnnds 1o bis forohopd aod fell gornss
the thble behind which he had been
When they ralsod bl up,
ho wan mmto b beyond the control of

westward, aud the will gain

uodhil .
s alee no more than permiasian

o .«1 o .“.. with Genernl Getehiloff

mlune," sald Dinrreell.
*“You will not get

growled Kilzsiar, I

CHey

.
|'

him"

Wiaste

it from
think we
T,
Darrsll mercly  bowaed.
enuelit the eyo of (Qenvrn
Y ibisfied Uy o glance that be swouli
bmve no obmtuely pot in hig way wilhon
the couferces should moest gpoin on
the worrow. Yern bod scen thiy Ly-
pluy, dAnd gbe also remalned silent,
Dorban pregeutly witlndrew aud Dar-

He hnd
Trarlinn poad

rell with him, ‘They Wwullied togoliher
i allonee towarid g poiut of the forti-
entfots whitels copvnnmdad what niist
bie the fivid of thete ondenyor i
pliould wake the attowpt {o cut the
RHusshan Hoes,

PThere sectigd to be o conslderable |

moveent of the Russinn troops.

“They aee closing In o big'* said Doy
bint ofter o lote ook throveh Lig Gagld-
glusses. “LUpon wy word, they 4re not
ull dend of fovor!™

“HRegernd” r-:n ! DParrell,
ol soldler nml a good one
chitioe?”

“None whntever,' ropliod the gen-
ernl, with lwpresslve  calm. “The
formation of the country cuables the
cnomy to plant gons heyond our rooage,
yor swoeping overy roud by which wao
can move out,  There v no way for
s to ot our owi guni Ilnto efeet!ivo
action, for they would sbioot us off the
fnee of the enrth whille wo wore lim.
bering up.  Only the merest riges of
our urmy would eyer got through, nand
thiey coulll nover pet togethey agaln
inte ny effcetive wmilitary body,. A
pleked foree mlght suckoutd the prin-
cora and cirry hor foty, but the
chnnees would e agalnet "

“io you thinke thnt 1s what Prince
Kilginy moeans to do’”

“l know not,” answered Durban,
hur this 1 know—=whitever e Intends,
it tsnot whar he says"

Frurther thun that the generin] do-
cllged to speal, and the two wen fell
to prolsing a gorgeonsly beantiful son-

“you are pn
Hluve wa i

o &

fet whilel mlght well be tho lnst thut | als

thoy would evor soe,

“Hy the way” #uld Darban gs they
wore nhont to separate, *you shall have
your chanee with Getehlkoll tomoreow,

P Whnt do you bope to aceomplish—u |

doy's delny ¥

YL fenr 1 enn do Hitde,” answered
Dacredl, *The situntlon exsentiolly 1o
vidves defes), whethe® fn battle or nes
gutiation, Kilgloe and bis frlonds are
tho roek on whitoh my hopow are wrogk-
ol

“There might l\f- n way to got thou
ont of the emmp,* suld Duarbnn, mmlm.
gloomily at the black prociplees bhehingd
the towi,

*It would do no good,” anpwernd
Dareell. “Unless thoy ave delivered up
the Husslous will take the city. Sooncr
or later they will surely take I, and

duuth of Lhe prlnmu whom you nnd 1
to

thoy |

that means massncre. It means the

5. Lieten to this:

“Vora, o eniyid Lo Igst,  There 18 tepacter
atnerag eldy sabliers Uhe Amietlcan, Dasrell, s st
the luwi] of It Mo lie | Bixwdlaw pslid to )
our elfice 1t the Durew wors WEilE bopuly Dwauld
Ut wur thr Vs oy, ot 1 ssnnut at
ettt 1o 1! traliors

Yt TRCTIO B biavp ‘o destine us plariodus

y Plannids. Thirre ‘are wilar
i KT WO TAY W ONT IROECr
With mow 30 oMdr hands b i}
huv Le ming, and JU was pr '
el A jEat line lwing
iy by wy Wi ¥
snil Jowvila, | taka with mee Wo
e ey, wlegp Irietity of mine Save 3l
| it puratlots Tor our escapd, and this

l...\ :I'IuT tume W
“Mere tollow detnils of the plan by
whichk | wa ke ik under the

o oyerin

rsttewv@tv Ry

| gutdunee of the oMicer who broy
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